
Over the next few months the CPGA Golf Professionals at Storey Creek will be helping you improve your 
golf technique with a series of instruction articles targeting different parts of your game. We hope you 

enjoy your golf more than ever this year! 

Taming the Twelfth! 

Storey Creek Golf Club is renowned for it’s mix of challenging 
and rewarding golf holes. Perhaps no other hole causes as much 
anguish as the Par 5 12th hole. Like Augusta’s Amen Corner, 
golfers who get through the 12th hole unscathed feel like they 
have a chance at a great back nine score. In this article I am going 
to try and guide you through how to play the hole to the best of 
your abilities. 

For those unfamiliar with the twelfth hole, the fairway is guarded 
on the right by water for the players first and second shot, and 
then by a bunker on the left of the fairway for longer hitters 
second shot. The highly contoured green is well guarded by three 
bunkers left, right and long. 

As part of your approach to every shot you face, you should always 
select a club that allows you to make a confident and aggressive 
swing. The 12th hole is no time to pull a club that you are unsure 
of and may cause you to throttle back on.  

From the tee, golfers can see four grass mounds at the far end 
of the fairway. Choose from the furthest right to the second in 
from the left to line up on. The red arrow shows the mound 
closest to the water hazard line. It is the most aggressive line, 
but also the line that will leave you with the shortest second 
shot to carry the water hazard on your second shot. The green 
arrow shows the least aggressive driving line, and should be the line for those that curve their ball right.  

Distances to the centre of the fairway in line with the mound farthest right (red arrow) from the:  
Gold Tee - 254 yards;  Blue Tee - 237 yards;  White Tee - 195 yards;  Red Tee - 142 yards.  
For those playing a safer route, the distances would shorten slightly.  



Next up, is arguably the toughest shot on the hole. For players 
level with the end mound, there is a 123 yard carry past the 
water hazard, but 223+ yard shots have to be right of the 
fairway bunker. I would advocate choosing a club that you 
enjoy hitting, but cannot hit more than 215 yards. This will 
leave you an approach shot of slightly over 100 yards. 

If you lie further back, after a safe play drive, then you are 
aware of the challenge you face to carry the water hazard. Your dilemma is whether to play to the left, 
alongside the hazard or go for it. Straight hitters may feel comfortable playing down the fairway, but those 
used to some movement in the ball’s flight either need to start their ball over the water or start far enough 
away that the bend doesn’t bring it into play. If you are uncertain, choose a mid iron or hybrid and put an 
aggressive swing on it, playing left of the hazard, alongside it. 
Better to stay dry and be on the green in four, with a chance for 
your par, than be dropping and still be 150 yards+ away for 
your fourth shot. 

For those past the end of the water hazard you have less than 
150 yards to negotiate. It is a slight climb up to the green, so 
ensure you take 1/2 club more than you would usually use for 
the distance you have remaining. Golfers that drew level with 
the bunker have 100 yards to the green centre. A red flag 
indicates the hole position is in the front third of the green, white central third and yellow flags are back 
third locations. I always try to get close, without going past the hole with my approach. An uphill putt is 
your friend on this wildly, contoured green. If you have time, try to look at your putt from a side view as 
well as from behind the ball, to gauge the gradient. We hope you ‘Tame The Twelfth’ hole next time you 
play at Storey Creek Golf Club! 

Good Luck! Check back next week for more great tips from the CPGA Pro’s at 

Storey Creek and for Private or Group instruction call the Pro Shop at 
250.923.3673 or visit www.storeycreek.bc.ca 
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