
Over the next few months the CPGA Golf Professionals at Storey Creek will be helping you improve your 
golf technique with a series of instruction articles targeting different parts of your game. We hope you 

enjoy your golf more than ever this year! 

Turning 8’s into 5’s 

To begin each lesson I ask my students what they would like to achieve, both short and long term. Often 
the short term goal is to fix a slice, a hook or a top, but when it comes to the long term goals, by far, my 
students request consistency, before anything else. When I press for more information, the tale I hear is…. 
“I’m okay for 14 holes, pars, bogeys and the occasional birdie, but I always throw two seven’s, an eight and 
a nine in to mess my round up.” 

When I head out to the course for a playing lesson, I act as a caddie as well as a coach.We work on 
improving CLUB SELECTION, VISUALIZATION and CLUB FACE CONTROL so that one poor shot 
doesn’t compound any further than necessary 

As a kid, and Member of my local golf course, my friends and I would mix challenges and games into the 
36-54 holes that we’d play daily. Rarely would 5 minutes pass without trying to shape a shot left or right, 

up or down, more than our friend could manage. In doing so, we gained a better CONTROL OF THE 
CLUB FACE. When faced with a shot out from the trees, a downhill slope over water or a ball above feet, 
but deep in fescue, we had a greater idea of the start direction and height the ball would be moving and 

could then VISUALIZE THE SHOT better the next time we were faced with it. We’d play several balls on 
each hole. We’d drop balls (purposely) in the trees and punch low shots out and around them with every 

club in our bag, forming a great idea on CLUB SELECTION.  We’d throw eight balls in a green side 
bunker when there were no other golfers around, and see who could get up and down the most.  



 

This is real golf practice. Green fee’ers, head to the range to warm up or work on their technique, 
preparing for a perfect round, but part way through their round, they realize that the range has very little 
similarity to playing a golf course. A golf course is not perfectly flat, like a range tee. It doesn’t have hazards 
and obstacles on it. They are often afraid to try anything new for fear of driving up their golf score. Storey 
Creek Members, like I was able to do, are not only able to play unlimited golf year round on a fantastic golf 
course, but they can also find quiet times and play multiple balls on a variety of holes that suits their 
schedule. They can drop balls in the trees, VISUALIZE THE SHOT before playing through large and then 
smaller gaps, (CONTROLLING THE CLUBFACE) watching the trajectory of their shot, learning from 
their technique and CLUB SELECTION, and then charting their percentage plays. They can test 
themselves from sloping lies and bunkers and play across creeks and lakes that meander through the acres 
of magnificent Pacific North West forest. 

Good Luck! Check back next week for more great tips from the CPGA Pro’s at 
Storey Creek and for Private or Group instruction call the Pro Shop at 
250.923.3673 or visit www.storeycreek.bc.ca 
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